
 
 

Policy Update – Europe Regional Network  
 

January 2013 
 
Happy New Year! Welcome to the January edition of the Europe Regional Network’s Policy Update, bringing you news 
of the latest developments in European green building and related policy.  
 
 

EU Policy Updates  
 

New Year resolutions 
 
President Barroso’s speech at the end of year Brussels Sustainable Development Summit was both a recognition of the 
disappointing outcomes of Rio+20 and Doha and a signal of renewed resolve for the year ahead. 2013 looks set to be a 
promising year for sustainable building policy, and the Europe Regional Network is looking forward to helping drive 
the agenda forwards. 
 
Links to docs:       
President Barroso’s Sustainable Development Summit speech  

 
 

Irish Presidency of the EU begins 
 
Ireland’s EU Presidency term has now begun. The Presidency’s key priorities in the energy field include prioritising the 
Connecting Europe Facility, and advancing legislation regarding sustainability criteria for biomass, which is likely to 
impact fuel supply agreements. In the environment field, key priorities include working to finalise agreement on the 
7th Environmental Action Programme (see article below), supporting development of a new EU strategy on Climate 
Change, and progressing legislation on F-Gases and Environmental Impact Assessments (see Europe Regional Network 
November 2012 Policy Update).   
 
Links to docs:      Links to articles:    
Transport, Telecommunications and Energy Priorities  Ireland unveils EU Presidency priorities (video) 
Environment Priorities 
 
 

Commission puts forward proposal for 7th Environmental Action Programme  
 
On 29 November 2012 the Commission published its proposals for a new strategic agenda for EU environmental policy 
up to 2020, with the 6th Environmental Action Programme for the period 2002-2012 having expired in July. The 
proposals set out 9 priority objectives to be achieved by 2020, and build on EU policies including the Roadmap to a 
Resource-Efficient Europe, the EU Biodiversity Strategy to 2020 and the Roadmap for moving to a low-carbon 
economy in 2050.  
 
Whilst most of the 9 priority objectives will impact the green building sphere either directly or indirectly, priority 
objective 8 will be of particular interest to many: To enhance the sustainability of EU cities, which includes the aim 
that a majority of cities in the EU are implementing policies for sustainable urban planning and design by 2020. In 
particular, the proposal notes this will require: (i) defining and agreeing a set of criteria to assess the environmental 
performance of cities, taking into account economic and social impacts; and (ii) ensuring that cities have information 
about and access to financing for measures to improve urban sustainability. 
 
Links to docs:      Links to articles:  
Commission proposal for 7

th
 EAP    Commission press release on the proposal 

Q&A on the proposal     Delivering on land degradation 
Executive summary of the Impact Assessment   
 

 
 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-12-961_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-agenda/en/connecting-europe-facility
http://www.eu2013.ie/ireland-and-the-presidency/the-eu-and-policy-areas/transport,-telecommunications-and-energy/
http://video.euractiv.com/services/link/bcpid794199835001/bclid853946542001/bctid2042267820001?src=mrss
http://www.eu2013.ie/ireland-and-the-presidency/the-eu-and-policy-areas/environment/
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:DKEY=615217:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:DKEY=615217:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52011DC0244:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2011:0112:FIN:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2011:0112:FIN:EN:PDF
http://c40.org/system/resources/BAhbBlsHOgZmIj8yMDEyLzExLzE2LzExXzA0XzU4XzE5NF9DNDBfR0JDX0Fubm91bmNlbWVudF9GaW5hbF9QREYucGRm/C40%20GBC%20Announcement%20Final%20PDF.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/newprg/pdf/7EAP_Proposal/en.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-12-1271_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-12-908_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-12-830_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/newprg/pdf/exec_summary/en.pdf


Year ahead to see resource efficiency push 
 
The EU’s flagship policy Resource Efficient Europe is set to move forward apace during 2013. The Sherpas of the 
European Resource Efficiency Platform met in late November 2012, and put forward a working document for the 
Platform’s plenary in December. This refined various working group ideas since the summer into a set of proposed 
short-term priorities, which included suggestions around the following areas: 
  
I. The Circular Economy / Greening the Economy 

i. Measuring environmental and resource impacts 
ii. Standard setting for sustainable sourcing 
iii. A coherent resource efficient product policy framework 
iv. Improved information for purchasers (e.g. product passport) 
v. Encourage green procurement (public and private) 
vi. Promote industrial symbiosis 
vii. Specific incentives for reducing waste (targets, pricing, fiscal, eliminating residual waste) 

II. Setting Objectives and Measuring Progress 
i. Here the importance of targets are highlighted, and suggestions made for proposals to be developed on target 

setting in the following areas: materials, waste, water, environmentally harmful subsidies and land 
ii. The importance of moving towards a resource efficiency indicator that integrates the international dimension 

of resource efficiency, such as GDP divided by Raw Material Consumption, is also highlighted  
III. Framework Conditions for Investments in Resource Efficiency 

i. Review of environmentally harmful subsidies and the European Semester process 
ii. Innovative instruments to support resource efficiency in SMEs 
iii. Water and waste pricing 
iv. Company reporting 
v. Ecosystem services and natural capital accounting 

 
Following the plenary, the Platform published a short Manifesto for a Resource-Efficient Europe, calling on business, 
labour and civil society leaders to support resource efficiency and the transformation to a circular economy, and 
which will be followed up by detailed recommendations in the summer. 
 
KEY DATES:  

 June 2013: The Platform will issue a more detailed set of short-term policy recommendations. 

 Q4 2013 (expected): Commission Communication on Sustainable Buildings (see article below).  
 
Links to docs:      Links to articles:  
Working document for the Platform’s plenary  Metal, steel industries warn EU efficiency laws could force them out of Europe 
Manifesto for a Resource-Efficient Europe  
 
 

Commission to launch consultation on sustainable buildings  
 
The Commission is expected to launch its consultation on sustainable buildings shortly, which is due to lead to a 
Communication on Sustainable Buildings by the end of 2013. The Communication will set out policy options for 
improving resource efficiency in the buildings sector as one of three key sectors identified in the Commission’s 
Roadmap to a Resource-Efficient Europe. A Roadmap recently released by the Commission sets out various policy 
options that the Commission is considering as part of this initiative, which include:  
  
I. Assessment framework for the environmental performance of buildings 

i. Establishment of a European scheme to be applied on a mandatory or voluntary basis 
ii. Development of European harmonised standards, through EU standardisation bodies (Eurocodes) 
iii. Guidance schemes used in member states on resource use areas to include and possible indicators to use  
iv. Business as usual, with existing schemes developing independently  

II. Assessment and reporting scheme on the environmental performance of construction products and the 
establishment of a database 
i. Mandatory requirements to provide environmental product declarations (EPDs) for all or certain products 

placed on the market 
ii. Incentives to provide EPDs on a voluntary basis for all or certain products on the market 
iii. Business as usual, with some companies and some member states using EPDs 

III. Measures to stimulate demand for resource efficient buildings 

http://ec.europa.eu/resource-efficient-europe/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/resource_efficiency/documents/sherpa_report_041212.pdf
http://www.euractiv.com/specialreport-recycling-society/industry-eyes-leaving-eu-resourc-news-515906?utm_source=EurActiv%20Newsletter&utm_campaign=fbc5126054-newsletter_sustainable_development&utm_medium=email
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-12-989_en.htm


 
 

i. Green Public Procurement (GPP) 
a. Extend mandatory GPP as in the energy performance of buildings directive to more sources and for all or 

certain types of buildings 
b. Incentives to use GPP for all or certain type of buildings on a voluntary basis 
c. Business as usual 

ii. Financial incentives (to clients), including low interest loans 
iii. Business to business and business to client information 

a. Increasing the use of EPDs and software tools to provide information to architects and builders 
b. Increasing the use of building assessment schemes to provide information to clients 
c. Involve architects to help clients understand options 
d. Awareness raising campaign 

IV. Measures to stimulate supply of resource efficient buildings 
i. Financial incentives for construction companies to trigger resource efficiency in buildings and in construction 

supply chain 
ii. Non-financial incentives for construction companies to trigger resource efficiency 

 
The Europe Regional Network will be responding to the consultation. 
 
KEY DATES:  

 Q1 2013 (expected): Commission to launch consultation  

 Q4 2013 (expected): Commission Communication on Sustainable Buildings.  
 
Links to docs:      Links to articles:  
Roadmap      Copenhagen Resource Institute press release  
 
 

2014-2020 Budget negotiations set to continue 
 
European leaders failed to reach agreement on the EU’s long-term budget at the summit in late November 2012, 
though some have expressed confidence that a deal can be struck by the planned Spring summit. If an agreement 
cannot be reached by then, future EU funded projects risk being significantly delayed or compromised. 
 
In the latest proposals put forward by Council President Herman Van Rompuy, the energy element of the Connecting 
Europe Facility stands at €7,126m, down from the previous proposal of €8,266m. However, the proposals support 20% 
of EU spending in the period 2014 to 2020 being dedicated to climate action objectives. Under Cohesion Policy, the 
proposals note that 0.2% of European Regional Development Funds for the Investment for growth and jobs goal will 
be allocated to innovative actions in the area of sustainable urban development. The Institute for European 
Environmental Policy has released a short briefing on the current state of play, which can be accessed here. 
 
KEY DATES:  

 7-8 February 2013: Budget summit. 

 14-15 March 2013: Spring summit. 
 
Links to docs:      Links to articles:  
Council President’s Budget proposals EU leaders ‘mentally ready’ for budget deal 
IEEP Budget briefing 10 things you need to know to follow the MFF negotiations 
 
 

The state of the EU carbon market under the microscope as climate negotiations conclude  
 
The outcome of the COP 18 summit in Doha at the end of 2012 was seen by many as a failure, but did see agreement 
reached on a successor commitment period to the first Kyoto Protocol commitment period of 2008-2012. The task in 
Europe now turns to shoring up a struggling EU Emissions Trading System (ETS) as it enters its third phase (2013-
2020).  
 
A report and consultation released by the Commission notes that ‘the crisis unfolding as of 2008 has radically altered 
the picture and the ETS has since experienced a surplus of allowances and international credits compared to 

http://ec.europa.eu/governance/impact/planned_ia/docs/2013_env_008_sustainable_buildings_en.pdf
http://cri.dk/projects/sustainable-buildings-impacts-of-resource-consumption-and-policy-options-to-improve
http://www.ieep.eu/assets/1055/IEEP_Policy_brief_-_Special_Summit.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2012:315:0001:0056:EN:PDF
http://www.euractiv.com/priorities/grybauskaite-eu-budget-agreed-sp-interview-516755?utm_source=EurActiv%20Newsletter&utm_campaign=d8ce49525f-newsletter_daily_update&utm_medium=email
http://www.ieep.eu/assets/1055/IEEP_Policy_brief_-_Special_Summit.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/special-reports/mff/10-things


emissions’, which has seen the price of emission allowances fall below €10. The document proposes a number of 
potential structural measures to ensure the proper functioning of the carbon market, which are the subject of a public 
consultation ending on the 28 February 2013 (see ‘Open Consultations’ below). These include:  
 
i. Increasing the EU reduction target to 30% in 2020 
ii. Retiring a number of allowances in phase 3 
iii. Early revision of the annual linear reduction factor (the total amount of allowances in the scheme decreases by a 

factor of 1.74% annually during phase 3)  
iv. Extension of the scope of the ETS to other sectors (for example, by including fuel consumption in other sectors) 
v. Limit access to international credits  
vi. Discretionary price management mechanisms (for example, a carbon price floor or price management reserve) 
 
In the short term, the Commission has proposed to review the timetable for the auction of allowances, to postpone 
auctions of a certain amount of allowances planned for 2013, 2014 and 2015 (a process called “back-loading”).  
  
KEY DATES:  

 19 February 2013: Parliament environment committee to vote on back-loading. 

 28 February 2013: Public consultation on structural options to strengthen the EU Emissions Trading System closes. 

 March 2013: Expected Parliament plenary vote on back-loading. 
 
Links to docs:      Links to articles:  
Decisions adopted by COP 18 and CMP 8   Building Momentum by Jane Henley (CEO, World GBC)  
Commission ETS proposals and consultation     
 
 

Commission takes action over EPBD implementation 
 
The European Commission has launched action against 19 Member States for failure to implement the provisions of 
the Energy Performance of Building Directive on time. Only 9 countries have submitted their national plans for moving 
towards nearly zero energy buildings: Belgium, Cyprus, Denmark, Finland, Ireland, Lithuania, the Netherlands, Sweden 
and the UK.  
 
Links to docs:      Links to articles:  
National Execution Measures    19 EU states face court action over buildings’ CO2 emissions 

       
 

Council adopts conclusions on renewable energy 
 
The Transport, Telecommunications and Energy Council adopted conclusions on renewable energy on 3 December 
2012. Amongst other things, it welcomed the beginning of the post-2020 debate started by the Commission’s June 
2012  Communication ‘Renewable Energy: a major player in the European energy market’, and invited the Commission 
to present a EU post-2020 renewables framework. The Council noted that national support schemes need to be 
continuously improved through simpler administrative regimes, reliability, and easier access to capital, and called on 
the Commission to issue guidance on support scheme reform based on experience and best practice around the EU. 
They also called for more attention to be paid to the widely untapped potential of renewables in the heating and 
cooling sector and to the interdependencies between and opportunities arising from increased renewable energy use 
on the one hand and the implementation of the Energy Efficiency and Buildings Directive on the other. 
 
Links to docs:      Links to articles:  
Council Conclusions on Renewable Energy   Debate begins over fate of renewable energy subsidies 
      Renewables set to get bulk of NER300 funding 
 
 

Commission’s Water Blueprint published 
 
The Commission adopted its Blueprint to Safeguard Europe’s Water Sources on 14 November 2012. The Blueprint sits 
alongside a Report on the Review of the Policy on Water Scarcity and Droughts Policy (Review), and proposes various 
actions to shore up implementation of the Water Framework Directive (WFD) and secure a sustainable future for the 
EU’s waters. It emphasises key themes which include improving land use, addressing water pollution and increasing 
water efficiency and resilience. 
 

http://unfccc.int/2860.php#decisions
http://www.worldgbc.org/current-activities/cop18-building-momentum/
http://ec.europa.eu/clima/news/articles/news_2012111401_en.htm
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:72010L0031:EN:NOT#FIELD_BE
http://www.euractiv.com/energy-efficiency/eu-take-19-states-court-building-news-516901
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/renewables/communication_2012_en.htm
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2012:315:0001:0056:EN:PDF
http://www.euractiv.com/energy/debate-begins-fate-renewable-ene-news-516389
http://www.ewea.org/blog/2012/12/renewables-set-to-get-bulk-of-ner300-funding/


 
 
The Review highlights the untapped potential for water efficiency measures in all the main water-using sectors 
including buildings, and states that bringing in water accounting and water efficiency targets at sectoral level would 
provide a stronger basis for effective and targeted water protection measures. The Blueprint highlights the need to 
enforce proper implementation of Article 9 of the WFD, which requires implementation of pricing policies that provide 
an incentive to use water efficiently. 
 
Amongst the actions proposed by the Blueprint are to ensure that industrial emission permits provide for Emission 
Limit Values that are in line with Best Available Techniques and take into account relevant water objectives. Also, in 
order to foster water efficiency in the building sector, the Commission has decided to develop voluntary EU Ecolabel 
and Green Public Procurement Criteria for key water related products and to include water-related products in the 
Eco-Design Working Plan (see article below). 
 
In addition, €40 of research funding will be made available in 2013 under the 7th Framework Programme for Research 
to support projects contributing to the aims of the European Innovation Partnership on Water (EIP). The priority areas 
of the EIP include: water reuse and recycling; water and wastewater treatment; water and energy; risk management 
of water related extreme events; and ecosystem services. A call for proposals closes on 4 April 2013. 
 
Links to docs:      Links to articles:  
Blueprint to Safeguard Europe’s Water Resources  Water blueprint seeks to better police member states  
Council’s conclusions on Blueprint   €40 million for innovations in water 
Review of the Policy on Water Scarcity and Droughts 
Call for funding proposals       

 
 

Eco-design Working Plan, regulations and communications published 
 
On 11 December 2012 the Commission published its Eco-design Working Plan, which includes an indicative list of 12 
product groups which may in future be covered by regulations under the framework of the Eco-design Directive. 
Priority product groups include: (i) Window products; (ii) Steam boilers ( < 50MW); (iii) Power cables; (iv) Enterprises’ 
servers, data storage and ancillary equipment; (v) Smart appliances/meters; (vi) Wine storage appliances; and for the 
first time (vii) Water related products. Other conditional product groups, where the creation of dedicated eco-design 
measures is contingent upon the outcome of other on-going regulatory work, include: (i) Positive displacement 
pumps; (ii) Fractional horse power motors under 200 W; (iii) Heating controls; (iv) Lighting controls/systems; and (v) 
Thermal insulation products for buildings. In addition, a specific study assessing the potential of establishing eco-
design requirements for power generating equipment under 50MW will be launched. 
 
The Working Plan was followed shortly afterwards by the publication of the Commission’s review of the Eco-design 
Directive. The review concludes that there is no need for an immediate revision of the Eco-design Directive, nor for 
the extension of its scope to non-energy related products. New regulations creating eco-design requirements, as well 
as a communication on the implementation of existing eco-design regulations were also published at the end of last 
year:  
 

 Directional lamps, light emitting diode lamps and related equipment (Commission Regulation (EU) 1194/2012) 

 Water pumps (Communication 402/17 on the implementation of Commission Regulation (EU) No 547/2012) 

 Electrical and electronic household and office equipment (Communication 394/18 on the implementation of 
Commission Regulation (EU) No 1275/2008) 

 
Links to docs:      Links to articles:  
Eco-design Working Plan 2012-2014   Oettinger spoils boiler deal (p2 EEB Newsletter) 
Review of the Eco-design Directive  
 
 

REACH news  
 
At the end of the year, ECHA confirmed that the addition of 54 new substances to the Candidate List of substances of 
very high concern (SVHC) means that the Commission’s target of 136 SVHCs on the list by 2012 has been surpassed. 
Producers and importers of articles containing any of the 54 substances included in the Candidate List by 19 December 
2012 have six months from that date to notify ECHA if both of the following conditions apply: (i) the substance is 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/innovationpartnership/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/blueprint/index_en.htm
http://euractiv.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8f42af8d26b382b0bcc4930b2&id=d71a090f62&e=a1ed895459
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/envir/134398.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-12-1386_en.htm?locale=en
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/quantity/pdf/COM-2012-672final-EN.pdf
http://cordis.europa.eu/fetch?CALLER=FP7_NEWS&ACTION=D&RCN=34831
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/JOHtml.do?uri=OJ:L:2012:342:SOM:EN:HTML
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/JOHtml.do?uri=OJ:C:2012:402:SOM:EN:HTML
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/JOHtml.do?uri=OJ:C:2012:394:SOM:EN:HTML
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/JOHtml.do?uri=OJ:C:2012:394:SOM:EN:HTML
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/sustainable-business/documents/eco-design/working-plan/files/comm-swd-2012-434-ecodesign_en.pdf
http://www.eeb.org/EEB/?LinkServID=9645B5DD-5056-B741-DB59C613147E8CF1
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/12/st17/st17820.en12.pdf


present in those articles in quantities totalling over one tonne per producer or importer per year; and (ii) the 
substance is present in those articles above a concentration of 0.1% weight by weight. 
 
In addition, ECHA also announced that it has decided to publish non-confidential versions of all dossier evaluation 
decisions which relate to compliance checks and test exams. 
 
KEY DATES:  

 19 June 2013: Notification deadline. 
 
Links to articles:  

ECHA press release containing the list of new substances  

REACH chemical law hampers EU recycling goals 

ECHA starts publishing dossier evaluation decisions  

 

Open Consultations  
 
Consultation on options for revision of the EU Thematic Strategy on Air Pollution  
 
Period of consultation: 10/12/2012 to 04/03/2013 
More details available here. 
 
 

Consultation on structural options to strengthen the EU Emissions Trading System 
 
Period of consultation: 07/12/2012 to 28/02/2013 
More details available here. 
 
 

Generation adequacy, capacity mechanisms and the internal market in electricity 
 
Period of consultation: 15/11/2012 to 07/02/2013 
More details available here. 
 
 

Network Consultation Responses  
 
Consultation on review of existing legislation on VAT reduced rates  
 
The Europe Regional Network has responded to the Commission’s consultation on VAT reduced rates, calling for a 

Green VAT strategy to help drive sustainable growth. In response to consultation question 5, on aligning the reduced 

VAT rate for housing with the EU’s resource efficiency policy, the Network’s response notes that: 

1. The application of reduced rates must be clear and aimed at helping deliver Europe 2020’s aims.  

2. Reduced rates for improving housing energy efficiency should be supported in the short-term. 

3. There is a need to consider the potential to link tax incentives with real energy performance over the long-term.  

4. A long-term strategy should be set out, moving from energy efficiency support towards wider sustainability.  

5. The long-term goal should be set by the Commission’s 2013 Communication on Sustainable Buildings 

Read the Network’s full consultation response here.  

 

 

 

 

http://echa.europa.eu/view-article/-/journal_content/b5d76d7f-7b28-4081-bd5c-9500e01e1ab2
http://www.euractiv.com/specialreport-resource-efficienc/eu-recycling-goals-held-back-rea-news-516068?utm_source=EurActiv%20Newsletter&utm_campaign=fbc5126054-newsletter_sustainable_development&utm_medium=email
http://echa.europa.eu/view-article/-/journal_content/title/echa-starts-publishing-dossier-evaluation-decisions
http://www.ec.europa.eu/environment/consultations/air_pollution_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/clima/consultations/0017/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/gas_electricity/consultations/20130207_generation_adequacy_en.htm
http://bit.ly/VViahV


 
 

National Updates (GBCs reporting) 

 
DGNB (Germany) 
 
Implementation of the Energy Saving Ordinance 2012 (EnEv 2012) 
The Federal Ministry of Transport, Building and Urban Development will release in the first half of 2013 the 2012 
version of the Energy Saving Ordinance. The 2012 version will replace the Energy Saving Ordinance 2009 and 
incorporates the requirements of EU Directive 2010/31/EU on the energy performance of buildings. Furthermore the 
new version is part of the so-called German “Energiewende” (Energy transition) which was a decision of the German 
government after the Fukushima incident in March 2011. 
 
 

GBC España 

 
2012 GTR Report released - a national renovation strategy for Spain 
GBCe has played an important role at the Government's legislative Technical Roundtable, with the presentation of the 
2012 GTR Report ‘A National Perspective on Spain's Building Sector; Action Plan for a New Housing Sector’, and the 
VERDE RH, rating tool for collective housing refurbishment.  
  

National Housing Plan 2013-2016 
The 2013-2016 National Housing Plan, for fostering Housing Rental and Urban Rehabilitation, Regeneration and 
Renovation (Plan Estatal de Vivienda 2013-2016, Fomento del Alquiler de Viviendas, la Rehabilitación, Regeneración y 
Renovación Urbanas) is presently a Royal Decree Project, which the Ministry of Public Works has put out to public 
consultation. It is expected to be approved in February, after a parliamentary process. It sets a system of incentives to 
fulfill the objectives of the following legislation: Ley de Medidas de Flexibilización y Fomento del Alquiler de Viviendas, 
and Ley de Rehabilitación, Regeneración y Renovación Urbana. Its objectives are to: 
 

 Contribute to the reactivation of the building sector, by supporting buildings refurbishment and urban 
regeneration. 

 Support companies oriented to housing rental and incentive families with a support of up to €2.400 per year. 

 Improve energy efficiency and universal accessibility, with incentives of up to €10.000 per dwelling. 

 Reduce the energy bill of the families and the country as a whole via energy savings, progressing towards a lower 
carbon consuming economy. 

  

Urban Rehabilitation, Renovation and Regeneration Law to go to consultation 
The public consultation period for the Urban Rehabilitation, Renovation and Regeneration Law (Ley de Rehabilitación, 
Renovación y Regeneración Urbana) is expected to be opened shortly so that the parliamentary process can start 
around March and the Law be approved before the summer. 
 

National Energy Plan 2013-2033 to be launched 
A second line of support for energy efficiency interventions in buildings depends on the National Energy Plan (Plan 
Energético Nacional) 2013-2033, presently under political consideration and expected to be made public shortly. This 
is expected to create incentives for deep energy refurbishment of buildings. 
 
 

France GBC 
 
Creating a national building renovation roundtable 
A renovation roundtable will be launched by Le Plan Bâtiment Durable, after a request of the Ministry of Housing. The 
ultimate delivery aim on renovation in France is that 500,000 dwellings have their energy performance upgraded 
every year, which is a target that sits alongside a target for the provision of 500,000 new low energy dwellings that are 
compliant with the highest energy performance standards. At present, around 350,000 new dwellings are built each 
year in France. To achieve these targets, action will be focused on three main areas: (i) information to householders; 

http://www.gbce.es/archivos/ckfinderfiles/GTR/GTR's_2012_Report_LD.pdf
http://www.gbce.es/es/pagina/verde-rh-residencial
http://www.coacyle.com/descargas/cat_coacyle_1355998471.pdf


(ii) increased skills training for the construction sector; and (iii) a stronger involvement with local authorities, to create 
a one-stop-shop for information.  
 
 

Romania GBC 

 
A new government for 2013 
Following the parliamentary elections organized at the beginning of December 2012, Romania has a new government 
with a new structure. The ministries which have competence in green building field are:  

 The Ministry for Development and Public Administration – led by Mr. Liviu Dragnea, for issues linked to buildings, 
including energy performance of buildings; 

 The Ministry for Environment and Climate Change – led by Mrs. Rovana Plumb, for issues related to waste 
management, air and water quality, noise pollution, and Ecolabel; 

 The Ministry for Economy – led by Mr. Varujan Vosganian, for issues related to energy efficiency and renewables. 
 
 

UK GBC  
 
The UK Green Investment Bank opens for business  
The landmark UK Green Investment Bank plc was declared open by the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and 
Skills, the Rt Hon Vince Cable MP, in Edinburgh on 28 November.  £8 million has already been invested by the Bank 
into a project which involves turning waste into energy, according to an announcement by the Minister.  The £3 billion 
bank, which is funded by the Government, aims to assist the progression of a “green economy” but has attracted 
criticism for its inability to borrow until 2016. 
 

Are EPCs a true indicator of energy efficiency? 
‘A Tale of Two Buildings’ report from Jones Lang LaSalle and Better Buildings Partnership (BBP) emphasises the 
importance of measuring and achieving reductions in actual energy consumption. Using data gathered from over 200 
buildings over the past four years, it measured the actual energy performance of BBP members' managed properties 
in London. Read the results here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For further information please contact James Drinkwater, Senior Policy Advisor (Europe Regional Network) 

jdrinkwater@worldgbc.org 
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